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CONFIDENTIAL PRETORIA 3943 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, SHUM, WA 

SUBJECT: NAMIBIA: COMMENTS BY DIRK MUDGE 

1 . ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, JULY 12, DIRK MIDGE, 

SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE DEMOCRATIC TURNHALLE ALLIANCE 
IN A PUBLIC STATEMENT ON JULY 11, SAID THAT IF NO AGREEMENT 
WAS REACHED IN THE CURRENT TALKS IN LUANDA, THE AG WOULD 
HAVE TO GO AHEAD WITH THE ELECTION. MUDGE SAID THAT THE 
PEOPLE OF NAMIBIA WERE UNCERTAIN ABOUT THE FUTURE AND IT 
WAS ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY THAT AN AGREEMENT BE REACHED IN 
THE CURRENT TALKS BETWEEN THE FIVE WESTERN POWERS AND 
SWAPO. MUDGE SAID HE PERSONALLY WANTED SWAPO TO PARTICIPATE 
IN THE ELECTION. 
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2. COMMENT: MUDGE'S STATEMENT TOGETHER WITH RECENT 
EDITORIALS ON THE SUBJECT (JOHANNESBURG PRESS ROUND UPS 
JULY 1 1, 12) IN THE AFRIKAANS PRESS SUGGEST THE POSSIBILITY 
THAT THE AG WILL PROCEED IN THE NEAR TERM WITH ANNOUNCE- 
MENT OF AN ELECTION DATE SHOULD THE LUANDA MEETING FAIL 

TO PRODUCE AGREEMENT. OUR GUESS REPEAT GUESS WOULD BE THAT THE SAG 
WILL WAIT FOR THE WESTERN COUNTRIES TO REPORT ON THE 
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LUANDA MEETING AND UNLESS THERE IS PROSPECT OF A 
SETTLEMENT, WILL PROCEED, POSSIBLY SOMETIME IN AUGUST, 

TO ANNOUNCE AND ELECTION DATE. THIS WOULD BE CONSISTENT 
WITH THE SAG STRATEGY OF MAINTAINING THE POLITICAL 
INITIATIVE AND KEEPING PRESSURE ON SWAPO WHILE STILL 
ASSERTING SOUTH AFRICA'S WILLINGNESS TO IMPLEMENT THE 
WESTERN PLAN. 

EDMONDSON 
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